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Appendix F 

BLM SENSITIVE SPECIES EVALUATION 

INTRODUCTION 

BLM Wyoming has prepared a list of sensitive species to focus species 
management efforts towards maintaining habitats under a multiple use 
mandate. The authority for this policy and guidance comes from the 
Endangered Species Act (ESA), as amended; Title II of the Sikes Act, as 
amended; the Federal Land Policy Management Act of 1976 (FLPMA) (43 U.S.C. 
1716); and the Department Manual 235.1.1A (BLM 2001). 

The goals of the sensitive species policy are to: 

• 	 Maintain vulnerable species and habitat components in functional BLM 
ecosystems. 

• 	 Ensure sensitive species are considered in land management decisions. 
• 	 Prevent a need for species listing under the ESA. 
• 	 Prioritize needed conservation work with an emphasis on habitat. 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

Under the Proposed Action, BLM will hold a lease for the federal coal lands in 
the Eagle Butte West LBA Tract as applied for or Alternative 1 (see Figure 2-1 
and the land descriptions in Section 2.1 of this EIS).  It is assumed that the 
applicant for the tract, FCW, would be the successful bidder and that the tract 
would be mined as a maintenance lease for the existing Eagle Butte Mine. The 
surface estate on the Eagle Butte West LBA Tract includes all privately owned 
lands. 

SPECIES OCCURRENCE AND HABITAT DESCRIPTIONS 

Sensitive species were listed for the BLM Buffalo Field Office within its range. 
Some sensitive species could or do occur within the Eagle Butte West LBA 
Tract.  Specialized habitat requirements (i.e., caves, cliffs, calcareous rock 
outcrops) make occupation for other sensitive species unlikely. Table F-1 lists 
BLM sensitive species, summarizes their habitat requirements, and indicates if 
they have been observed on or around the tract. Additional information on 
occurrences of these species on the tract can be found in Section 3.10 of this 
EIS or in the supplemental information document for this EIS, which is 
available on request. 

Final EIS, Eagle Butte West Coal Lease Application F-1 
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